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Philip p ians 1 :9 -1 1
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1

• Forwha td id he pra y?
“Forthisc a use we a lso,sinc e the d a ywe he a rd (it),d onotc e a se to

pra ya nd m a ke re que stforyou,
1 . that ye m ay b e filled w ith the know ledge ofhis w illina ll

spiritua lwisd om a nd und e rsta nd ing ,
2 . to w alk w orthily ofthe Lord u nto allp leas ing, b e a ring fruitin

e ve ryg ood work,a nd inc re a sing inthe knowle d g e ofG od ;
3. s trengthened w ith allp ow er,a c c ord ing tothe m ig htofhis

g lory,untoa llpa tie nc e a nd long suffe ring with joy;
4 . giv ing thanks u nto the Father,whom a d e usm e e ttob e

pa rta ke rsofthe inhe rita nc e ofthe sa intsinlig ht;whod e live re d
usoutofthe powe rofd a rkne ss,a nd tra nsla te d usintothe
king d om ofthe Sonofhislove ;inwhom we ha ve our
re d e m ption,the forg ive ne ssofoursins.”

Pa ul’sPra ye rForThe Colossia ns

Colos s ians 1 :9 -1 4
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Forwha td id he pra y?
Tha tTH EY m ig htknow:
• God.
• The hop e ofGod’s calling.
• The riches ofGod’s inheritance.
• The p ow er ofGod.

Pa ul’sPra ye rForThe Ephe sia ns

Ep hes ians 1 :1 5-2 0
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Tha tThe irLove Ma yAb ound (1:9)
"Ye tm ore a nd m ore "...
• His tory w ith Pau l.Philip p ians 4 :1 5 -1 6
• His tory tow ard needy s aints .2 Corinthians

8 :1 -5
• Grow th m u s t nev er s top .cf.2 Peter 1 :5 -8 ;

"Ab ound m ore a nd m ore "in lov e.
1 Thes s alonians 4 :9 -1 0
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Tha tThe ir“Lov e M ay Ab ou nd” (1:9)
“Inknowle d g e :… Right s tandard.

a nd a lld isc e rnm e nt” … U s ing w is dom .
cf.Jam es 1 :5;Prov erb s 2 :1 -9

• Pau l’s p ray er for them is that theirlov e m ight
ab ou nd for the right things and in the right w ay !
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Tha tThe yMa y“Ap p rov e The Things That Are
Ex cellent.” (1:10a )

• Pu rp os e:W hy lov e s hou ld ab ou nd.
• “Approve ” – to try ,tes t,dem ons trate.

cf.Rom ans 1 2 :2
• To ou rs elv es .
• To others .God’s w ay is b es t.

cf.1 Peter 2 :1 5;Deu teronom y 6 :2 4
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Tha tThe yMa yBe “Sincere And W ithou t
O ffens e” (10b )

• “Sinc e re ” – “fou nd p u re w hen u nfolded and
ex am ined b y the s u n's light … p u re,u ns u llied,
s incere.” (Thay er)
– Perfect op ennes s tow ard m an and God.
– W ith a clear cons cience (not hy p ocritical)

• “W ithoutoffe nse ” – not to p rov ide occas ions
for others to s tu m b le.Rom ans 1 4 :1 3
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Tha tThe se Virtue sW ould La st“Unto The Day
O fChris t.” (1:10c )

• This is the s econd tim e in this ep is tle Pau lhas
referred to this “d a y” (cf.1 :6 )

• The day w hen Chris t com es again,a day of
“d e struc tion” for s om e,b u t “g lory” for others !
2 Thes s alonians 1 :7-1 2 ;cf.M atthew 1 3:4 1 -4 3
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“Being Filled W ith The Fru its O f
Righteou s nes s ” (1:11)

• Su ch fru its are p os s ib le only “b yJe sus
Christ” …
– For w ithou t Him ,w e w o u ld not know w hat

tru e lov e really is !– 1 John 3:1 6
– For w ithou t Him ,w e w o u ld not hav e the

ab ility to dem ons trate w hat is ex cellent.
– cf.Philip p ians 4 :1 3
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“Being Filled W ith The Fru its O fRighteou s nes s ”
(1:11)

• Su ch fru its are to b e offered “tothe g lorya nd
pra ise ofG od ” …
– Ju s t as Jes u s s aid in letting ou r light s hine

– M atthew 5:1 6
– Ju s t as Peter w rote in s p eaking ofou r good w orks

– 1 Peter 2 :1 1 -1 2

• And rightfu lly s o,for it is God w ho,throu gh the
gift ofHis Son,has …
– Show n u s w hat lov e really is .
– Tau ght u s w hat things are really ex cellent in His s ight.
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Philip p ians 1 :9 -1 1
“And thisIpra y,
1 . that you r lov e m ay ab ou nd ye tm ore a nd

m ore inknowle d g e a nd a lld isc e rnm e nt;
2 . s o that ye m ay ap p rov e the things that are

ex cellent;
3. that ye m ay b e s incere and v oid ofoffence

untothe d a yofChrist;
4 . b eing filled w ith the fru its of

righteou s nes s ,whic h a re throug h Je sus
Christ,untothe g lorya nd pra ise ofG od .”
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